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NEWSLETTER 

FRIDAY 15th FEBRUARY 2019 
 

INQUIRER                 THINKER              COMMUNICATOR                RISK-TAKER             KNOWLEDGEABLE 
 

REFLECTIVE        PRINCIPLED                   CARING               OPEN-MINDED              BALANCED 
 

Aspendale Gardens is an IB World School that strives to be internationally minded.  Our purpose is to 

provide a supportive safe and dynamic learning environment.  We promote inquiry, curiosity, creativity 

and individuality.  We aim to develop a resilient, open-minded school community where all students 

become independent, emotionally intelligent and socially competent as they strive to achieve their 

potential as global citizens. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM OUR ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents, 

 

Running Club 

The 2019 Running Club started on Thursday 14th February for students in Years 3 – 6.  

It was wonderful to see a huge number of students participating.  The 96 students were 

joined by 20 parents and staff members.  We all know the benefits of regular exercise 

and it is excellent to see such a commitment from students and adults starting their day 

with exercise and building up their fitness levels.  If your child would like to attend and has 

not already completed a form, please collect a form from the office and hand it in with 

payment. 

 

  

DIARY 

FEBRUARY 

Monday 18 Year 6 Canberra Tour Begins 

Wednesday 20 Life Education Van Concludes 

Thursday 21 Foundation ‘Home Learning’ Information  

Session (5.00pm – 6.00pm) 

Friday 22 Foundation ‘Home Learning’ Information  

Session (9.15am – 10.15am) 

 Year 6 Canberra Tour Returns 

Monday 25 ‘Meet the Teacher’ Sessions  

3.40pm – 6.00pm 

Wednesday 27 District Swimming Carnival @ Pines 

  Swim Centre, Frankston 

‘Meet the Teacher’ Sessions   

3.40pm – 7.00pm 

MARCH 

Tuesday 5 ‘Think U Know’ Cyber Safety Presentation 

6.30pm – 8.00pm in the Library 

Wednesday 6 COLOUR FUN RUN (2.30pm - 3.30pm) 

Thursday 7 FREE DRESS DAY – Chocolate Donations or  

Gold Coin Donation for Easter Raffle  

 Parent Helpers Information Workshop  

9.00am – 10.00am in the Library 

 

MARCH 

Monday 11 LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 12 Whole School Hip Hop Incursion Begins 

Wednesday 13 Division Swimming Carnival 

Friday 15 Whole School Hip Hop Display at 

Assembly @ 2.30pm 

Monday 18 Year 4 Moonlit Sanctuary Excursion 

 School Council Meeting 7.00pm in the 

Staffroom 

Tuesday 19 Foundation Team Building Incursion 

Wednesday 20 Years 1 & 2 Swimming Program Begins 

Friday 22 Senior House Cross Country 

 Harmony Day Assembly @ 2.30pm  

Wednesday 27 School Cross Country 9am – 11am 

Friday 29 CURRICULUM DAY – NO Students at 

School 

APRIL 

Monday 1 Year 5 Cave Hill Creek Camp Begins 

Friday 5 Easter Raffle Drawn at 9.00am Assembly  

Year 5 Cave Hill Creek Camp Ends 

 End of Term 1 – early dismissal at 2.30pm 

   FRIDAY 29TH MARCH 
   CURRICULUM DAY – SMART Spelling PD 

   NO Students Required at School on this Day 
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Kiss and Go 

Our ‘Kiss and Go’ area on Kerr Cres is a way in which we can decrease the traffic 

congestion around our school.  We just ask parents to ensure they do not double park in 

the area leading up to the Kiss and Go area and that the drop off and pick up is done 

quickly.  Parents should remain in the car whilst parked in the Kiss n Go area. 

 

Foundation Home Learning Sessions 

The Foundation students have settled excellently into our school and are enjoying their 

new experiences. Last week they had a week of firsts – having full access to the school yard, meeting their 

Year 5 Buddies and attending their first assembly.  Check out this link to the Foundation students entering 

the gym for their first assembly: R:\Newsletters\2019\Term 1\February 15\IMG_0112.MOV 
 

On Thursday 21st February starting at 5.00pm there will be a parent information session run by the 

Foundation Team giving some advice on how to assist your child with their reading, writing and maths at 

home. This session will be repeated again on Friday 22nd February starting at 9.15am for those parents who 

cannot attend the evening session. 

 

School Council Parent Nominations 

There are a number of ways in which parents can get involved in our school community whether it be in 

one-off events or as a member of an ongoing team.  A notice went out this week to call for nominations 

for parent and staff representatives on the 2019 School Council.  These nomination forms can be collected 

from the school office.  Nominations close at 4.00pm on Monday 18th February. 

 

School Photos – Please return any envelopes by Monday. 

The photographers from MSP Photography were in school on Tuesday for a busy day of 

individual and family portraits.  There may be some families who have not yet returned their 

envelope, so please ensure it is handed in to the office by Monday 18th February.  We look 

forward to seeing the photos when they are delivered in the next few weeks. 
 

 

‘Meet the Teacher’ Evenings for Parents of Students in Years 1- 6 

The ‘Meet the Teacher’ Evenings will be held on Monday 25th and Wednesday 27th February.  These 10 

minute sessions will give parents the opportunity to meet their child’s teacher and share any information 

that would be useful to ensure for a successful year ahead. 

 

Bookings for our ‘Meet the Teacher” sessions opened last Friday and are filling up quickly.  Please book 

through your Compass Account via https://agps.vic.jdlf.com.au/    

Please note that when you ‘log in’ you will see in the top left hand corner of your screen an icon that looks 

like this         Click on this icon and then select the ‘Open in Browser’ option.  Meeting dates should then be 

available for you to select from. 

 

If you have forgotten your password, there is a ‘can’t access your account’ option where you will be 

asked to give your Compass Username, or alternatively your linked email address or linked mobile phone 

number.  Should you still not be successful please contact the school office. 
 

*** Parents of Foundation students will have the opportunity to meet with their child’s teacher during their 

Wednesday assessment session being held in February*** 

 

The Pirate Ship  

Work has begun on our latest addition to our Kerr Crescent 

play area.  A pirate ship has been beached off Kerr 

Crescent and is undergoing running repairs.  There has 

been an impressive amount of progress so far, in a short 

time period.  We look forward to the students being able to 

‘set sail’ on her in the near future. 
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Year 6 Canberra Camp 

The Year 6 Canberra Camp is just 3 sleeps away.  We wish the 89 students attending all 

the best for their exciting week ahead visiting our nation’s capital.  During the week 

they will be staying in cabins and learning about our government system and the 

history and geography of Canberra.  The students will be visiting Parliament House, The 

High Courts, The National Museum, The AIS, The War Memorial, The Australian Mint, The 

Black Mountain Tower and Questacon.  The students will be kept very busy and will 

have an enjoyable time socialising and sharing the experience together.  A reminder to 

set the alarm early…. Students need to be at school before 6.45am. 
 

Cyber Safety Evening 

Within school we work with our children on how to use our technology in a safe manner.  With the cyber 

world evolving so rapidly it is important for us as educators and parents to understand the importance of 

cyber safety and to have an up-to-date knowledge of how we can support our children to stay safe.  On 

Tuesday 5th March at 6.30pm there will be a Cyber Safety evening held in our school library for parents.  

The presentation will be run by a local law enforcement member and an industry volunteer and will be 

based on the Think U Know program.  We hope to see this evening well attended.  A classroom will be 

available for students who need minding during this evening.  
 

Have a great weekend everyone. 

Jonathan Baker 
 

SECOND HAND AGPS UNIFORMS 
We have second-hand AGPS uniforms for sale.  Each garment is $5.00.  Cupboards are located 

at the end of the Admin building near the staffroom. If you have any uniforms in very good 

condition that your child has outgrown, please consider donating these items to our second-

hand supplies.  Just drop your laundered items into the lovely office ladies. 

NEWS FROM THE OFFICE 

 

CSEF FUNDING – Important Notice! 

The Department of Education & Training has an annual payment which replaces the 

Education Maintenance Allowance.  This is known as Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF).  

CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school 

excursions, camps and sporting activities to the value of $125.00 per student.  

 

If you hold a means tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent you may be eligible for CSEF.  

Full annual payments are paid directly to the school from March 2019.  This payment can be used to pay 

for your child’s excursion levy, swimming or camp.  Please speak with our office staff if you have any 

queries regarding your payments.  Please complete the application form that was attached to student 

fee letters or alternatively collect one from the school office.  The office is required to sight your 

Concession/Health Care Card before your application can be processed.  Please return applications by 

Friday 28th June – end of Term 2.   

 

A few important reminders: 

 Please remember to send paperwork to the office when making payments by bPay or QKR so that we 

can marry the payment to the correct invoice.   
 

 When going on a family holiday please fill in the appropriate form available from the 

office or download from our website.  Any other long absences (three or more days) can 

be explained in a written note from the parent, or parents can record ALL absences 

independently on Compass. 
 

 Please note that QKR Canteen orders must be placed BEFORE 9.00am.  Online Canteen 

orders close at 9.00am.  Lunch orders can still be made using the ‘old’ method of paper bag 

and money too. 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 
Week 1 – Term 1 

 

Foundation – Year 2 
 

Year 3 – Year 6 
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CYBERSAFETY 
PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT 

A MUST FOR EVERY PARENT! 

 
 

When:    Tuesday 5th March 

Where:    AGPS Library 

Time:   6.30pm – 8.00pm 

 

Aspendale Gardens Primary School will be hosting a ThinkUKnow presentation on Monday 

5th March 2019 from 6.30pm – 8.00pm in the Library and all parents, carers and teachers 

are encouraged to attend. 

ThinkUKnow Australia is a CyberSafety Education program that educates parents, carers 

and teachers of how people are using technology, the challenges they may face online, 

and how to help them overcome these in a safe and ethical way. 

ThinkUKnow Australia is a partnership between the Australian Federal Police, Microsoft 

Australia, Datacom and the Commonwealth Bank. The program is delivered in 

collaboration with policing partners New South Wales Police Force, Northern Territory 

Police, Queensland Police, South Australia Police, Tasmania Police, Western Australia 

Police, as well as Neighbourhood Watch Australasia. 

The presentation will be delivered by a local law enforcement member and an industry 

volunteer. The presentation covers issues relating to children and young peoples’ privacy 

and security online, their relationships with other users and their online reputation. It 

provides insight into the devices young people are using, as well as the popular websites, 

apps and social networking sites they’re accessing. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for you to learn more about young people and the online 

environment, and how you can help them to be safe and responsible users of 

technology. 

For more information, you can visit www.thinkuknow.org.au  

or contact James Cracknell on 9587 0877. 
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